William Bartlett Day PhD

Consulting Anthropologist
PO Box 425, Maylands WA 6931

Telephone: 08 9371 5010
9 April 2009

Hon Jane L Aagaard MLA

Shop 5

Pavonia Way

Nightcliff NT 0810
Dear Ms Aagaard
RE: KULALUK
Congratulations for organising a public meeting on April 16th to allow concerned voters to comment on the proposed ‘Arafura Harbour’ development. Unfortunately I will be unable to attend. However, last month I visited your Nightcliff office with a copy of my book, Bunji: a story of the Gwalwa Daraniki Movement (1994) and an A4 copy of a report I prepared, based on 40 years experience, outlining a plan for the Kulaluk lease of 301 hectares that extends from Nightcliff to Ludmilla Creek. 

I am concerned that the original intention of the Kulaluk lease seems to have been forgotten since the land was handed over to the Gwalwa Daraniki Association by Paul Everingham in 1979. I believe that this is largely due to the nature of the amended Gwalwa Daraniki Association constitution which was drawn up by Mr Michael Chin, Barrister and Solicitor in 2006 (attached). The new constitution has limited the membership of the Gwalwa Daraniki Association to ‘a minimum of 5 members’, all of whom must have resided in the Kulaluk community behind Woolworths for at least 12 months. The constitution also states the members must be ‘descendants of the Danggalaba Clan of the Larrakia People’ or the non-Aboriginal spouses of the above, provided at least half of the members should be ‘Aboriginal persons’. The Kulaluk lease, as distinct from the Kulaluk Community, is described in the constitution as Crown Lease in Perpetuity 671. Note that the Minmarama residents are not eligible for membership. 

The above definitions ensure that one extended family living at the old Kulaluk camp will control the future of the lease - an arrangement that has proven beneficial to various manipulative business people and government departments. 

Previous plans by the management have included earth removal, earth stockpile (still in operation), transient camps, canal housing, golf course and motel, theme park, illegal dumps, prawn farm, crab farm and the marina. The McDonalds Restaurant on Bagot Road is also on Kulaluk land. Fortunately some of these proposals were stopped by public protest, others were refused due to the airport flight path and the more recent aquaculture prawn and crab farms were a financial failure. It is difficult to view these developments being compatible with the original intentions of the lease unless ‘Aboriginal Community use’ can be interpreted as being for the financial gain of a few residents. I am also concerned that there has been no accountability for the millions of tax payers dollars poured into the 5 ha ‘prawn farm’ which became the ‘crab farm’ under a ‘shared responsibility agreement’. The public is now told that the ‘prawn/crab farm’ will become a ‘rowing course’. What do the NT Government and Federal Government have to say about their assets being misused in this way? 

In summary, I want assure you that the lease holders are not the ‘traditional owners’ as stated in the media, nor do they represent 98% of Aboriginal people with an interest in the area. For example, it is well-documented that a large part of the lease was granted in compensation for land revoked from the old Bagot Reserve in 1964 (from Ludmilla Creek north to Totem Road and east to Bagot Road). Every weekend you can find other Aboriginal families fishing or gathering shellfish in the area. I attach a copy of a letter written to me after a similar proposal in 1981 threatened graves west of Totem Road. As one of the originators of the Kulaluk claim, I feel a responsibility to uphold the ideals of the founders and their supporters whose sacrifice and vision has thus far preserved the area for future generations.

Yours sincerely

Bill Day

